
The RPF invasion and atrocities in the African Great Lakes region 
On 1st October 1990, coalitions troops NRA/RPA (National Resistance Army and Rwandan 
Patriotic Army) attacked Rwanda under high commandment of General Fred Rwigyema, then 
Deputy Ugandan Defence Minister. This is a clear indication that the Ugandan army had 
launched a war of aggression against an independent country, Rwanda. This faction of the 
Ugandan army was quickly transformed in a rebel movement under the name of RPF. Before 
this attack, Hutus and Tutsis lived in perfect harmony in Rwanda and they were involved in 
mixed marriage because there was no problem between them. 
At the time of the attack, Both Presidents Habyarimana and Museveni were in a United 
Nations General Assembly debate in New York, USA. The first casualties of the war started 
to be known as Hutu peasants were the obvious RPF targets. RPF killed indiscriminately 
Hutu women, children, and elderly, while sparing their Tutsi neighbours whom it protected. 
RPF soldiers burned Hutus’ houses and invaded their crops especially maize and potatoes. 
Peasants started fleeing their homes.1 That is how huge refugee’s camps were formed in the 
country. People fleeing the combats zones were forced to leave their homes and belongings 
for safer places, the camps of internally displaced persons (IDPs). Unfortunately, those camps 
were not spared by the RPF soldiers who attacked them constantly forcing more internal 
displacements and causing more misery to the fleeing population. The RPF displaced people, 
shelled the camps of IDPs, and marched on. They killed some captives, buried them in mass 
graves or burned corpses, and used survivors to transport ammunition, dig trenches, or cook 
meals. This was another sign that RPF war was against the local Hutu population and not 
against the government or the other armed soldiers. At the eve of the assassination of the 
President in April 1994, there were more than one million IDPs at Nyacyonga, only 7 Km 
from the capital. Many more innocent Hutus had already lost their lives during those 
displacements. It is estimated that by the time Rwandans fled to neighbouring countries in 
1994, the prefecture of Byumba had already lost more than 80% of its population through 
deliberate killings inflicted by the RPF soldiers. 
Only two days after they launched their attack on Rwandan population, RPF soldiers lost 
their leader general Fred Rwigyema. He was replaced Paul Kagame who at the time was 
Major in Ugandan army and was Head of Ugandan Military Intelligence. From 1991, he 
intensified his terrorist activities in the country. This consisted in exploding mines and 
grenades throughout the country especially in bus stations, primary schools and markets 
places. Many civilians including primary school children and patients in hospitals lost their 
lives due to this campaign of intimidation and terror. 
The RPF-INKOTANYI simultaneously carried out political assassinations where Hutu 
leaders were specifically targeted. It is reported that from October 1993 to April 1994, 
political assassinations became frequent. Among the victims were thirty-seven senior MRND 
members; Martin Bucyana, the leader of the CDR; and Félicien Gatabazi, the leader of the 
PSD. 
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The following are some examples and the list cannot pretend to be exhaustive:  

• On 18th May 1993, Mr Emmanuel Gapyisi, member of the Political Bureau of  the 
MDR party was killed by an RPF commando in front of his residence in Kicukiro, 
Kigali. He had just created a forum called “Forum for Peace and Democracy”, which 
opposed the idea of accessing to power by armed means.  

• During the night of 17th to 18th November 1993, the RPF death squad massacred 
many members of MRND party after an election that RPF had lost in the sub 
prefecture of Kirambo, Ruhengeri. 

• On 20th January 1994, Mr Justin Mugenzi miraculously survived an attempt to kill 
him. He was member of PL party and Minister of commerce and industry. During the 
same period, Mr Stanislas Mbonampeka, a former minister and member of PL party 
escaped death at his residence in commune Rubungo.  Mr Dismas Nsengiyaremye, 
former Prime Minister was almost killed by a grenade in Mushubati, Gitarama.  

• On 21st February 1994, Mr Félicien Gatabazi, executive secretary of PSD party, is 
ambushed, shot, and killed in front of his residence in Kimihurura, Kigali. He was 
coming from a meeting with other political leaders where he apparently had refused 
to back an RPF plot to assassinate President Habyarimana. 

• The following day, 22nd February 1994, an RPF death squad ambushed and lynched 
the President of CDR party, Mr Martin Bucyana, in commune Mbazi, prefecture of 
Butare. 

• On 15th Mars 1994, Mr Nathanael Nyirinkwaya, Director of the tea factory of 
Cyohoha-Rukeri (Byumba) is killed together with his family and other staff of the 
factory.2 

It is believed that RPF army officers Colonels Karenzi Karake and Charles Kayonga directly 
ordered the majority of these attacks.  

• On 6th April 1994, Presidents Habyarimana of Rwanda and Ntaryamira of Burundi 
together with their close collaborators were killed while their aircraft was landing at 
Kigali International Airport. They had come from a meeting in Tanzania to try to 
resolve the problem of Rwandan conflict and bring peace in the region.  This was a 
direct action of Paul Kagame, the RPF leader.3 

 
By the end of 1993, there was a big number of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in the 
outskirts of Kigali. According to some credible reports, between 1st October 1990 and 6th 
April 1994, more than 140.000 innocent Hutu civilians were killed by the invading RPF4. 
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During the period between October 1990 and April 1994, RPF actions had already created a 
climate of suspicion among the population; Hutus could no longer trust their fellow Tutsis 
and vice versa. Indeed, RPF was recruiting its members and soldiers among the local Tutsi 
population who were coerced to send their children to combat along RPF. The fact that the 
RPF membership was overwhelmingly Tutsi inevitably led to a targeting of non-combatant 
Tutsi families, and intensified anti-Tutsi racism. Hutus saw Tutsis as accomplices; in fact, the 
majority of Tutsis were big supporters of the RPF and many of them had sent their children to 
fight along RPA.  
Hutus and Tutsis alike were seating on a volcano ready to erupt anytime. The assassination of 
the President together with the resumption of the hostilities by the RPF lit the fire. Soon after 
the death of the President and without warning, long-time suffering IDPs of the Nyacyonga 
camp, in retaliation, quickly moved in and started killing Tutsis in their neighbourhood. The 
turbulence rapidly spread across the country. That was a beginning of an infernal period. The 
next three months saw more than 800.000 innocent civilians, mostly Tutsis, slaughtered. 
According to some reports, hundreds of thousands of Hutu civilians, almost half of the total 
number of people who lost their lives, were killed after the resumption of the war, between 
April and July 19945.  
Other researchers affirm that “in those 100 days, it is also true that the RPF slaughtered, 
bombed, massacred, assassinated or tortured hundreds of thousands of people – including 
Hutus and Tutsis soldiers, politicians, government officials and innocent civilians. The RPF 
employed state-of-the-art information control and psychological operations tactics practiced 
by the US military: reporters were embedded, access to battle zones was restricted; evidence 
of RPF massacres was erased, or massacres were blamed on Hutu extremists, Interahamwe 
militias or the government Rwandan Armed Forces”.6 

According to Human Rights Watch, during that period, The RPF killed thousands of civilians 
both during the course of combat, brief in most regions, and in the more lengthy process of 
establishing its control throughout the country. The RPF massacred groups of unarmed 
civilians at a number of locations in eastern, central, and southern Rwanda after combat was 
finished and the government forces were gone from the area. RPF forces often killed civilians 
called for meetings in areas they have just entered. These deliberate slaughters of non 
combatants were clear violations of international humanitarian law.7 

In July 1994, RPF took power in Kigali. Soon after the implementation of its government, 
RPF started hunting for Hutus. They became the victims of harassment, arbitrary 
imprisonment, and physical elimination. In fact, with RPF ascension to power, several 
innocent Hutus were arrested on simple denunciation by the military and administrative 
authorities and accused of participating in the genocide and other crimes committed in 1994. 
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Many people were thrown into prison by rival Tutsis wanting to oust them from posts they 
occupied in the public or private administration. Especially targeted were Hutu elite, notably 
doctors, teachers, mayors, clergymen, judges, etc. Throughout the country, Hutus were killed 
indiscriminately and their bodies burned so that the international community could not find 
any trace or evidence of those horrible atrocities. However, some western journalists 
managed to know what was really happening in the Rwanda. “A British reporter, Nick 
Gordon, investigated and reported that RPF regime built crematoriums at Bugesera, 
Ruhengeri, Byumba, Kibungo, Nyungwe and other locations where thousands of Hutus are 
killed daily and their bodies incinerated under the program called “MANPOWER DUTIES” 
while US officials are looking the other way. The Tutsi regime is conducting genocide in 
Rwanda to reduce the Hutu population to a “manageable level”.”8  
The RPF has no consideration for any human being value. They kill children, women elders 
and refugees without remorse.  
One of the well-publicised after-war RPF killings is the massacre of defenseless refugees in 
Kibeho (South Rwanda) in April 1995. Kibeho camp was home to an estimated 100,000 
IDPs. It is believed that Paul Kagame himself gave orders to attack and destroy the camp 
regardless of how many people would be killed. The dirty work was carried out in the 
presence of the Zambian UN military contingent and officials from NGO’s assisting those 
refugees. It is estimated that more than 4,000 innocent civilians including children, women, 
and the elderly, were assassinated; some reports even talk of more than 8,000 killed by 
grenades, machines guns, and mortars9. Bodies were trucked in Nyungwe forest where they 
were effectively incinerated in the crematoriums built for that purpose. 
In 1997, RPF government attacked and killed unarmed civilians in the northwest of the 
country. Ten of thousands of Hutus were massacred following an insurgency, particularly in 
the prefectures of Gisenyi and Ruhengeri. Many NGOs reported that another humanitarian 
crisis was going on in Rwanda. “According to Amnesty International, at least 6,000 persons, 
mainly unarmed civilians, were killed between January and August 1997, mainly by the RPA; 
according to the report, the real number was undoubtedly much higher, since numerous 
massacres were not reported… Moreover there was no news about large populations groups, 
in particular in the sub-prefecture of Kabaya, the highly populated region of origin of former 
President Habyarimana, where, in January 1998, Belgian public television VRT filmed hills 
and town centres completely void of their populations.”10 
During 1996-97, RPF committed colossal human rights abuses against Hutu refugees and 
Congolese citizens. More than 400.000 Rwandan refugees and two millions Congolese 
citizens were brutally killed by the RPA. In 1998, a UN investigative team concluded that the 
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RPA had committed large-scale war crimes and crimes against humanity, suggesting even 
that those crimes amounted to genocide.  The report stated, “The systematic massacre of 
those Hutu refugees remaining in Zaire was an abhorrent crime against humanity, but the 
underlying rationale for the decision is material to whether these killings constituted 
genocide, that is, a decision to eliminate, in part, the Hutu ethnic group.”11 Nothing was 
done to bring to justice the perpetrators of those crimes. They are living freely in Rwanda.  
On 8th November 1994, the United Nations Security Council adopted Resolution 955, which 
established the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) “for the prosecution of 
persons responsible for genocide and other serious violations of international humanitarian 
law committed in the territory of Rwanda, between January 1, 1994 and December 31, 1994. 
It may also deal with the prosecution of Rwandan citizens responsible for genocide and other 
such violations of international law committed in the territory of neighbouring States during 
the same period”.  
So far, the ICTR has failed to indict RPF members accused for their part in the crimes 
perpetrated in Rwanda in 1994, despite findings of an Experts Commission Report set up by 
the UN Secretary General which concluded that “Individuals from both sides of the armed 
conflict perpetrated serious breaches of international humanitarian law and crimes against 
humanity”12 The tribunal only indicted members of the Hutu community accused by the RPF 
victorious government.  
 
All efforts to put the RPF to trial by independent jurisdictions have been opposed by the 
Rwandan government. Indeed, French and Spanish judges had issued international warrants 
against some members of the RPF and the response of the Rwandan government is to ignore 
them. In most of the cases, the Rwandan government prefers to sever diplomatic relations in 
order to protect those murderers13. 
 
A UN investigator Mr Hourigan was forced to stop his investigation because it was indicting 
the RPF and its President Paul Kagame. In fact, the UN investigator’s enquiries into the 1994 
downing of the Rwandan president’s plane were abruptly stopped against his wishes. He had 
obtained detailed allegations that the then rebel leader, and now President, Paul Kagame, was 
involved. Ms Arbour, then ICTR Prosecutor, felt frustrated that the findings were pointing in 
the direction she did not want to see and stopped the investigation.14   
Mr Hourigan told the BBC that "None of it makes sense, that all of a sudden when we get the 
breakthrough and we start to actually get people coming forward saying: 'We were involved 
in the crash, you know, I fired a rocket which took the president's aircraft down' - when we're 
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getting those people with that sort of quality information coming forwards and then we shut it 
down." 15 
The former International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) Prosecutor, Carla Del Ponte, 
said that she informed the Rwandan leader that the office of the prosecutor had opened a case 
against him for allegations concerning the Rwandan Patriotic Front, for war crimes 
committed.16 She was not allowed to finish that important case as she was quickly moved 
from that job. 
In November 2006, after eight long years of investigation, the French Judge issued 
international warrants against Paul Kagame and nine of his close collaborators. Instead of 
collaborating with the justice, the Kigali regime decided to sever diplomatic relation with 
France. In February 2008, a Spanish judge issued international warrants against 40 high-
ranking RPF officers for their crimes against humanity and the response from the Rwandan 
government was to accuse him of denying the genocide.17  
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